Minimal Waste/Sustainability Food Vendor Guidelines
Dear Food Vendor:

Thank you for participating in the Meet the Mountains Festival 2025! We are proud to announce that
the festival is a minimal waste event. The goal at a minimal waste event is to plan ahead and
distribute only materials that are recyclable or compostable so that a minimal number of materials
have to be landfilled. Minimal waste events are a great way to not only show our commitment to the
environment, but to create a living model of minimal waste events for the community.

As a food vendor distributing products at this event, you are the key to meeting our goal: diverting at
least 20% of waste produced at the festival from the landfill.

Food vendors attending the Meet the Mountains Festival are strongly encouraged to hand out
only recyclable or compostable materials to attendees.

We have included local recycling and composting guidelines with this notice so you know which types
of containers and packaging will be acceptable. We’ve also provided you with a distributor list that
you can use to purchase the correct materials. Remember, if an item is not recyclable locally, we
cannot recycle it.

e Aluminum Foil - It cannot be recycled at all.
o Instead use wax paper
e Styrofoam (this includes cups, plates, and boxes) - It cannot be recycled at all.
o Instead use compostable plates or cups, and paper to go boxes
e Plastic Straws
o Instead use hemp or paper
e Plastic Water Bottles
o Instead use canned water
o If you need to use plastic, please be sure that your bottles are marked with a “1” or “2”
within the recycle symbol on the bottle. These bottles can be recycled locally. We will
also have water stations set up throughout the festival.
e Plastic Soda Bottles
o Instead use canned sodas
o If you need to use plastic, please be sure that your bottles are marked with a “1” or “2”
within the recycle symbol on the bottle. These bottles can be recycled locally.

We strongly encourage you to not use the following items, but will allow:
e Plastic Cutlery

o Instead use certified compostable cutlery
e Condiment Packets

o Instead use bottles of condiments
e Plastic-Coated Paper Products

o Instead use wax paper



Plastic Drink Cups & Lids
o Instead use recyclable or compostable plastic cups and lids
o If you need to use plastic, please be sure that your cups and lids are marked with a “1”
or “2” within the recycle symbol on the bottle. These can be recycled locally.

Festival crew will be monitoring food vendors throughout the event. We appreciate your cooperation
and flexibility as we work to make the festival more sustainable each year!

The following items can be recycled through City of Johnson City:

Aluminum cans
Plastic #1 and #2
Cardboard

Glass

Paper

Plastic Bottles

The following items can be composted through Hoffman Composting:

Bones

Cooked food

Uncooked food

Cardboard

Certified compostable products (this includes cups, cutlery, plates, and boxes)
Wax-Coated paper products (this includes napkins, cups, plates, and boxes)
Wax paper

The following distributors can provide recyclable and compostable products:

World Centric

Amazon Basics

U-Line

Eco-Products

Green Paper Products
Myriad Greeyn

Naturalik

Repurpose Compostables

US Supply House
Vegware

If you have any questions as to whether or not your items are considered recyclable or compostable,
please contact us at mtmfest@visitjohnsoncitytn.com or (423)900-2523.



https://www.worldcentric.com/
https://www.amazon.com/stores/page/947C6949-CF8E-4BD3-914A-B411DD3E4433?tag=googhydr-20&hvadid=223646216827&hvpos=&hvexid=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=14703160864790762481&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=b&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1026032&hvtargid=kwd-302779895982&ref=pd_sl_9018pbuwg8_b
https://www.uline.com/
https://ecoproducts.com/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22516989039&gbraid=0AAAAADsJFEQN2Jwl1Kx_EojxIGbxondDa&gclid=CjwKCAjwl_XBBhAUEiwAWK2hzhqfshhMseFfcjcT_Dcj9K4fNqgbET1F3OcHeEM_ot_lOlmcMG5zshoCaeIQAvD_BwE
https://greenpaperproducts.com/?gclsrc=aw.ds&ds_rl=1290751&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=11771702596&gbraid=0AAAAAD6l2gZ-yROHZoz_Tq9hYXDRHm5J9&gclid=CjwKCAjwl_XBBhAUEiwAWK2hzgoLGSUNIGddsA-0WiX8r0f9d2d9Lif4QYiVlumPC1bjpBsSDZCeixoCoqwQAvD_BwE
https://www.myriadgreeyn.com/?srsltid=AfmBOoq4L42ssH_aSCGJAelP3VWBmQocksA1qUfYig23nVnPTFlyr3it
https://naturalikworld.com/
https://repurpose.com/?srsltid=AfmBOoq4j64WI-4nrR6RUqYp1RsmencForNXvkb3bHtte4Hm5LhOqNIE
https://ussupplyhouse.com/
https://www.vegwareus.com/us/
mailto:mtmfest@visitjohnsoncitytn.com

